
             

St Andrew’s Primary Academy, Chardstock 

PE and Sports Newsletter – Spring 2022 

Our Sporting Values: Determination, perseverance, honesty, passion, sportsmanship, self-belief,  

teamwork, discipline, communication, respect, excellence, courage, resilience, inspiration 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a busy sporting Spring term we have had! It has been fantastic to get back to some 

normality! 

 

PE lessons 

During Spring 1, our children spent their time concentrating on handball with Mr Murrin. We were 

very sad to see him leave but we have been pleased to welcome Mr Willicombe, who has worked 

on Paralympic sports this half term. Paralympic sport is becoming increasingly high-profile so it 

has been fantastic for our children to experience a snippet of what some of these sports involve. 

Spring 1 also saw key stage 2 work on hockey with Mr Murnane. Mr Berryman, from Woodroffe, 

also joined us to help Miss Mayes, Mr Hamilton and their classes learn some new dance skills. 

Over the past few weeks, we have been fortunate enough to have an LTA tennis coach in to work 

with our children. This was partly funded by the LTA as part of an incentive scheme that we took 

part in last Summer and was an excellent opportunity.  

 

Theme Days 

Mr Price, from Devon cricket, joined us for an enrichment day to inspire our children to join a local 

club for the Summer season. Details of local Dynamos and All Stars sessions can be found online 

or via the school. 

 

After School Clubs 

Once again, we have been able to offer a variety of after school clubs this term. Our younger 

children voted for a dodgeball club, whilst the older ones opted for tag rugby. We also continued to 

offer a dance club with Miss Caitlin. We also were able to offer KS2 a hockey club with Mr 

Murnane and a tennis club with Mr Smith. 

 

Competitions 

One of the highlights of our sporting year has definitely been making the finals of the MAT football 

tournament. Our team did an incredible job to win the pools stages and then made it through to the 

grand final. Unfortunately, we couldn’t hold Axminster off in the last match but each team member 

earned themselves a trophy for all of their efforts.  

We also attended the third cross country race. The fourth race was postponed due to bad weather 

but is going to take place after Easter. 

The MAT ran a tag rugby tournament in March at Axminster Primary. After some tightly fought 

games, we came third overall. 

Mr Murnane organised a dodgeball tournament with Stockland and St Mary’s, which we also 

attended. Unfortunately, our team did not manage to win at this event but their attitude was 

amazing and the fun they had was clear to see! 

 



Virtual Events 

During this term, we selected some children to take part in a virtual gymnastics competition. The 

children were videoed performing a specific routine and these videos were judged against all other 

schools in Devon. For the Year 3 and 4 Rookie competition, our children came first and joint 

second, which is an incredible achievement. These children have now been invited to a live 

competition where they will get to perform their routines again on Zoom. This is due to take place 

imminently – good luck to them! 

We also entered the Devon orienteering challenge this term. Seeing the teamwork within our 

classes was lovely to see. Well done to all winners. 

Look out for the winners’ certificates coming out for these events soon! 

Play Leaders 

Our year five and six play leaders were offered a series of training sessions during the last term. 

These were run by Mr Berryman, who joined us from Woodroffe to help us enhance our provision 

post-lockdown. They worked on a range of skills and ideas, including games and activities to play 

with younger children at playtimes, how to get people involved in activities and also ideas of mini 

competitions that they could run on the playground. They have already run three sporting 

challenges; a football challenge, a skipping challenge and a target throwing game. We look 

forward to seeing what they decide to do next. 

Wall Of Fame 

On our PE display in the enrichment suite, we have created a new wall of fame! If your child 

achieves any sporting accolades outside of school (e.g. player of the match in football, gaining a 

badge in swimming or gymnastics or taking part in a performance in front of parents and friends) 

we’d love to hear about it! All we need is a photo of your child in their outfit or proudly holding their 

medal, certificate or trophy. We love to share your children’s successes at school too. 

Summer Term 

Looking ahead to the Summer term, we already have lots of exciting sporting things up our sleeve! 

For PE lessons, we have rounders, cricket and athletics. We also have swimming during Summer 

2 for Foxes class. Additionally, our Year 5 children will have the opportunity to take part in 

Bikeability, which is a course that teaches children how to cycle safely on the road. 

Competitively, we have entered some cricket and athletics events, as well as other challenges too.  

We are also planning some work based around the Commonwealth Games that take place in 

Birmingham over the Summer holidays.  

The highlight of everyone’s sporting calendar, however, is sports day! We are pleased to tell you 

that this will be held on Monday 20th June, with a reserve date of Monday 4th July in case of 

adverse weather on our first-choice date. Further details will be released nearer the time but 

hopefully the advanced notice will allow most parents to arrange some time out of work if they 

wish to. 

 

Thanks as always for your continued support. 

 

Donna Grabham 

PE and Sports Coordinator  


